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Southwest Local School District EXCELS at 
Preparing Students for Their Future!



 4 Stars on the State Report Card

 5 Stars in College & Career Readiness

 5 Stars on GAP Closing

 96.04% Graduation Rate

 92% of Students Participate in Extracurricular Activities

Southwest Local School District is Top Tier!
 100% of Students Participate in Wellness 

Opportunities (Positive Behavior Intervention 
& Supports, The Character Effect, Wildcat 
Wellness, Hope Squad, etc.)

 Lowest Breakfast and Lunch Prices in the 
Area

 Ranked Among the Top Districts in Ohio for 
Transportation Efficiency




 Out of 607 Districts in 

Ohio, Only 64 Earned a 5-
Star Rating — Southwest 
Is One of Them

 We Prepare Students for 
Their Future Better Than 
92% of Districts in the 
State

 The Only District in Ohio 
With a Graduating Class 
of 300+ to Achieve This 
Distinction

 For Districts Our Size, We 
Are #1 in the State



Financial Efficiency and Community Trust
 Lowest Per-Student Spending in Hamilton County

 Clean Audits and Awards From the State of Ohio 
and Other Agencies Each Year

 Top 1% in Ohio for Fewest Administrators per 
Student

 Top 2% in Ohio for Transportation Efficiency
(1 fewer bus driver than in 2019 while transporting 
450 more students)

 Food Service Operates at a Net Profit Each Year
(Most Ohio districts must subsidize food service 
with general funds)

 Consistently Ranked in the Top 10% of Ohio’s Most 
Financially Efficient Districts

 Highest Student-to-Staff Ratio in Hamilton County

 2nd Lowest Tax Rate in Hamilton County - Behind 
Indian Hill
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State Level Changes Driving Changes
 State’s Biennium Budget (House Bill 96 & 

Processes)

 State Cut Nearly $2M in Aid to Southwest
(We had planned for a $1M increase)

 Private School Vouchers Receiving Significant 
Increases in State Aid

 Current Legislation Could Reduce Future Tax 
Revenues From the State:
 HB15 – Reduced Public Utility Taxes

 HB129 – School District Income Taxes Included in 
20-Mill Floor

 HB186 – Limits Increases in Valuation for 20-Mill 
Floor Districts

 HB309 – Modifies County Budget Commissions

FACTS on 
House Bill 96



2024 – 2025 Parent Choice Data

Below is breakdown of that choice selected by families for 
Southwest Local Schools last year:

3825

37

145

119

<10

17

11

451

60

Number Enrolled in Resident District 2024-2025

Number Enrolled in Another District Through Open Enrollment 2024-2025

Number Enrolled in Another District Not Through Open Enrollment 2024-2025

Number Enrolled in Online Community School 2024-2025

Number Enrolled in Site-Based Community School 2024-2025

Number Enrolled in Dropout Prevention and Recovery Program 2024-2025

Number of EdChoice/Cleveland Scholarship Students 2024-2025

Number of EdChoice Expansion Scholarship Students 2024-2025

Number of Jon Peterson Special Needs or Autism Scholarship Students 2024-2025

0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500 3000 3500 4000 4500

Student Enrollment Options



Ed Choice Expansion Numbers (Vouchers) have 
Increased in Ohio by 333.6% Over the Last 3 Years! 

School Year Total number of Vouchers 
awarded STATEWIDE

2020-21 17,155
2021-22 20,702
2022-23 23,272
2023-24 87,112
2024-25 100,903 (Cost to taxpayers 

$492,623,252.34)
School Year Total number of Vouchers 

awarded in SLSD
2020-21 39
2021-22 44
2022-23 53
2023-24 416
2024-25 451 ($3,792,008 of your tax dollars)



HB96 Winners and Losers

 Southwest Is 1 of Only 6 Districts Cut by Over $1.5M in 2027
 12th Largest Cut in Ohio as a Percentage of State Revenues (-10.4%)
 17th Largest Total Cut Over the 2-Year Period ($1,890,596)
 182 Districts Receive Less Aid
 24 Districts Lose at Least $1.2M in Aid Over 2 Years

 Lakota Local +$3,200,000
 Indian Hill +$745,000
 Madeira +$185,000
 Ross +$499,000
 Winton Woods +$3,529,000
 Sycamore +$3,647,704

 Southwest Local -$1,890,000

 Columbus City Schools -$6,575,000



Where Do We Go From Here?

 We Have TWO Options:

 #1 – Significantly Decrease Spending 
by $3M… OR

 #2 – Increase Revenues Through 
an Operating Tax Levy

• Levy options include:

- Real Estate Permanent Levy

- Real Estate Emergency Levy

- Earned Income Tax.

• All Levies (Except the Permanent Levy) 
Can Be Limited to a Set Time Period



Activity

 Balance the Budget
Working through Tough Decisions 

to Make Cost Reductions 
Necessary to Balance the Budget 
after State Cuts



Your Feedback



Thank You!

Questions? Email us at: SLSDFacts@southwestschools.org
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