
   

 

January 2018 

SPOTLIGHT ON SOUTHWEST 

Superintendent’s Message: Academic Growth, The Value of Testing 

A monthly publication for the parents/guardians and local residents 
sharing good news and updates about our students, staff and the 
Southwest Local School District 

As school resumes from winter break, these first few weeks can be difficult for students. Snow days and 
school delays, coupled with several three-day weekends, tends to add a bit of flux to the school schedule.   
 
Yet, these next months are vital in a student’s academic growth and we often see students make amazing  
progress over this 3rd Quarter. During the winter months, we also prepare our students for the upcoming state 
tests, which cover a variety of grade levels and subjects. Although the type of testing and the duration of these 
tests vary, our teachers and staff strive to ensure each student is ready to face these academic challenges.  
 
For example, MAP testing begins Jan 22 and is an excellent opportunity to see how much progress a student 
has made so far within the grade-level curriculum. The results also help teacher provide targeted interventions 
or enrichment to ensure students are achieving their personal best. 
 
Along with a focus on academics, there are many social and sporting events. These extracurricular activities 
are another way for students to hone teamwork and communication skills, to grow in confidence, and to  
discover more about themselves.   
 
I encourage you to acknowledge and celebrate your student’s academic and social growth, and to support their 
continued improvement. As always, please let me know if you have comments or questions.  As we kick off 
this 3rd Quarter, we will continue delivering our mission of “academic and social growth for all students,  
every day!” 
      John C. Hamstra, Superintendent, Southwest Local  

At the beginning of this school year, Southwest Local 
Schools launched the 1:1 Tech Initiative, designed to 
give students the opportunity to work at their own 
level and own pace while enhancing their creativity, 
collaboration and exploration. Every classroom in 
Kindergarten through 5th grade has a computer for 
every student and, in grades 6th-12th, students are 
able to take their devices home.  
 
“For students, this major initiative has created more 
personalized learning,” says Corinne Hayes, Assis-
tant Superintendent. “It is providing opportunities for 
deeper learning experiences and student engagement 
in the classroom is continuing to significantly in-
crease.” 
 
For example, students can receive and turn in assign-
ments digitally, and can collaborate with other stu-
dents on projects or assignments as well as with their 
teacher, extending their learning time beyond the tra-
ditional school day. Hayes adds that the technology 
makes it very easy for teachers to adjust content for 
students of all ability levels, providing materials  
 
 

appropriate to 
their unique 
needs.  
 
Another result 
has been the in-
crease student 
creativity—for 
example, the Jun-
ior School’s 
STEAM Showcase in December (shown in the 
photo above) provided students the opportunity to 
show off projects that they had been working on 
throughout first semester. These projects included 
design, writing code and building their own inter-
active games. 
 
“This technology has opened up a whole new 
world of possibilities for our students,” states 
Hayes. “They are definitely growing in their 21st 
Century learning skills of collaboration, communi-
cation, creativity and critical thinking.” 

District-wide 1:1 Tech Initiative Changing Education in Our Schools 
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Cold Weather: Students’ Safety Top Priority 

In mid-December, Southwest Local School District’s six schools 
collected more than 16,300 canned goods – that’s about 4 cans 
per student given  - in support of an annual community service 
project.  

 
In addition to the food 
items, students also col-
lect winter coats, hats, 
gloves, and scarves to be 
donated to the Harrison 
Mayor’s Fund. Thanks to 
such generosity, 80 local  
families each received  
four full bags of groceries, filled with staples and non-perishables.  

More information, including links to local media coverage and a photo gallery are posted here on the district 
website. 
 

Facilities for the Future: Selecting  
Delivery Model, Architect and Engineer 

In late December, several Board of Education 
members and SLSD administrators met with the 
Ohio Facilities Construction Commission 
(OFCC) to determine next steps following the 
passage of the November 7, 2017 school bond 
issue.   
 
The three biggest decisions coming up in the 
short term are: 1) selecting a delivery model 
(how we coordinate the construction process); 
2) selecting an architecture firm; and 3) select-
ing an engineering firm. 
 
By early May, work on the design will begin, 
with lots of input from our parents and commu-
nity members. Our goal is to be in the new 
schools by the fall of 2021. To that end, we will 
create a streamlined yet inclusive process to so-
licit the public’s input.  
 
Information and updates will be posted periodi-
cally on the district website under the Facilities 
for the Future section.  

Important dates coming up: 
• Monday, Jan.15 – No school for students in  

observation of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
• Friday, Jan. 26 – Coffee with the Superinten-

dent,  
8-10 a.m. at The Coffee Peddlar 

• Friday, Feb. 9 –  Midterms issued 
 

Schools Surpass 16,300 Canned Goods and Winter 
Clothes Collected to Help Area Families 

How cold is too cold? Schools administrators dis-
like having to cancel or delay school, but sometimes 
weather conditions force such changes. Southwest 
Local School District focuses on our students’ safe-
ty when making such decisions, using the National 
Weather Service’s guidelines to help make the call.  
 
According to the Ohio Committee for Severe 
Weather Awareness, a Wind Chill Advisory is is-
sued when wind chill temperatures are expected to 
be 10-24 degrees below zero (20-29 degrees below 
zero in extreme northwest Ohio). Wind Chill 
Warnings are issued for dangerous, life-threatening 
wind chills -25°F or colder (-30°F in extreme north-
west Ohio). Additionally, a Wind Chill Watch may 
be issued between 12 and 48 hours before a weather 
event when there is a potential for dangerous wind 
chill values. 
 
In Ohio, there is no statewide formula to determine 
if classes will be cancelled. Each school district 
makes an independent decision based on their cir-
cumstances, including how much school students 
have already missed due to weather.  
 
At SLSD, delays and cancellations are made in best 
interest of student safety, using guides such as the 
NWS’s windchill chart. More information about this 
protocol, including the Windchill Chart are posted 
on the district website. 

 

http://www.southwestschools.org/apps/news/article/797913
http://www.weathersafety.ohio.gov/WinterWeatherTerms.aspx?__hstc=114055256.c5c58496e4831f1e2a17e59d57af3f5c.1474394028301.1474394028301.1474394028302.2&__hssc=114055256.1.1474394028302&__hsfp=1679917053
http://www.weathersafety.ohio.gov/WinterWeatherTerms.aspx?__hstc=114055256.c5c58496e4831f1e2a17e59d57af3f5c.1474394028301.1474394028301.1474394028302.2&__hssc=114055256.1.1474394028302&__hsfp=1679917053
https://1.cdn.edl.io/r5AlwfR2UUxmZM4rpmiKqSRQ6XBOO0Wowze4zU2Xfoy75Owu.pdf
https://1.cdn.edl.io/r5AlwfR2UUxmZM4rpmiKqSRQ6XBOO0Wowze4zU2Xfoy75Owu.pdf

